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SUBJ: UNIVERSITIES CLOSED IN GHANA 

REF: ACCRA 2340 

1 . STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS HELD DURING AMBASSADOR YOUNG'S MAY 13 
VISIT LED TO CLASHES WITH POLICE AND RESULTED IN GOG DECISION TO 
CLOSEDOWN THE THREE UNIVERSITIES IN COUNTRY: UNIVERSITIES OF GHANA 
(LEGON), CAPE COAST, AND SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY OF KUMASI. 

IN ITS ORDER CLOSING UNIVERSITIES, SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL (SMC) 
ALSO ORDERED ALL STUDENTS REDEPLOYED TO FARMS. A STATEMENT FROM 
THE CASTLE (SEAT OF GOVERNMENT) SAID INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE ISSUED 
TO STUDENTS TO GATHER AT PREDESCRIBED LOCATIONS FOR THIS DEPLOY- 
MENT, BUT AS OF MAY 16 NO INSTRUCTIONS HAD BEEN 
PROMULGATED. 

2. DEMONSTRATIONS WERE PROTESTING HIGH FOOD PRICES, ACHEAMPONG'S 
LEADERSHIP AND PROPOSED UNION GOVERNMENT TO MAKE POINT TO 
AMBASSADOR YOUNG THAT ALL IS NOT WELL IN GHANA. STUDENTS WERE 
WELL-ORGANIZED AND TOOK TO STREETS SIMULTANOEUSLY IN ACCRA, CAPE 
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COAST AND KUMASI BUT WERE QUICKLY SCATTERED BY POLICE. SOME 
DEMONSTRATORS WERE REPORTEDLY HURT AND WE HAVE HEARD ONE 
WAS KILLED IN KUMASI, BUT CANNOT CONFIRM THIS. ONE US AND THREE 
BRITISH PROFESSORS IN CAPE COAST WERE HELD FOR QUESTIONING 
BUT RELEASED A FEW HOURS LATER. 

3. LOCAL GOVERNMENT-OWNED PRESS SUPPORTED CLOSURE OF UNIVER- 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


SITIES AND PLANS TO SEND STUDENTS TO FARMS. DAILY GRAPHIC CON- 
CLUDED THAT "BY OPTING TO GO ON THE STREETS TO DEMONSTRATE 
AGAINST RISING COST OF FOOD, INSTEAD OF DOING SOMETHING POSITIVE 
ABOUT THE SITUATION, THE STUDENTS HAVE OPENLY INVITED THE GOVERN- 
MENT TO FORCE THEM TO HELP INCREASE FOOD PRODUCTION." GHANIAN 
TIMES APPLAUDED GOVERNMENT S REFUSAL TO "SPARE THE ROD AND SPOIL THE 
CHILD" 

AND COMPLAINED OF STUDENTS THAT THEIR "LEADERSHIP HAS 

GONE HAYWIRE, THEIR JUDGEMENT GONE RUSTIC EVEN BEFORE THEY ARE 

OLD ENOUGH TO FACE THE RIGORS OF LIFE." 

4. COMMENT: UNIVERSITY STUDENTS HERE ARE THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
OF THE ELITE. NEITHER THEY NOR THEIR PARENTS CAN BE PLEASED 
BY BROKEN HEADS OR BY THE PROSPECT THAT A WHOLE ACADEMIC YEAR 
WILL BE LOST UNLESS UNIVERSITIES REOPEN IN THE VERY NEAR 
FUTURE SO EXAMINATIONS CAN BE HELD ON SCHEDULE LATER THIS 
MONTH. SMC'S DECISION TO CLOSE SCHOOLS AND THREAT TO SEND 
STUDENTS BACK TO THE LAND WILL FURTHER ERODE ITS ALREADY 
MARGINAL POPULARITY AND MAY LEAD TO OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS. 

IT IS POSSIBLE SMC MAY TRY TO IMPRESS STUDENTS INTO GHANA 
NATIONAL RECONSTRUCTION CORPS (REFTEL); IF SO, IT WILL BE 
FLIRTING WITH DISASTER. SMITH 
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